
latest in exercise equipment, which included a mechanical camel you 
could ride on, stationary bicycles, and rowing machines.

Daylight shone through the huge glass dome over the Grand Staircase 
as Jack went down to join his parents in the first-class reception room.

There, with the ship’s band playing in the background, his father 
pointed out some of the other first-class passengers. “He’s supposed to 
be the world’s richest man,” said his father of Colonel John Jacob Astor, 
who was escorting the young Mrs. Astor. He also identified Mr. and Mrs. 
Straus, founders of Macy’s of New York, the world’s largest department 
store. Millionaire Benjamin Guggenheim was aboard, as were Jack’s 
parents’ friends from Philadelphia, Mr. and Mrs. George Widener and 
their son, Harry. Mr. Widener had made a fortune building streetcars. 
Mr. and Mrs. William Carter were also friends of the Thayers. Stowed 
in one of the holds below was a new Renault car that they were bringing 
back from England.

J. Bruce Ismay, president of the White Star Line, moved about the 
room saying hello to people. He wanted to make sure that his wealthy 
passengers were comfortable, that they would feel relaxed and safe aboard 
his floating palace.
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