
back to the radio room, Bride thought the captain had seemed quite 
unconcerned by the message. But then again, he had been told that it was 
not unusual to have ice floating in the sea lanes during an April crossing. 
Besides, what danger could a few pieces of ice present to an unsinkable ship?

Elsewhere on board, passengers relaxed on deck chairs, reading or taking 
naps. Some played cards, some wrote letters, while others chatted with 
friends. As it was Sunday, church services had been held in the morning, 
the first-class service led by Captain Smith. Jack Thayer spent most of the 
day walking about the decks getting some fresh air with his parents.

Two more ice warnings were received from nearby ships around lunch 
time. In the chaos of the radio room, Harold Bride only had time to take 
one of them to the bridge. The rest of the day passed quietly. Then, in the 
late afternoon, the temperature began to drop rapidly. Darkness approached 
as the bugle call announced dinner.

Jack Thayer’s parents had been invited to a special dinner for Captain 
Smith, so Jack ate alone in the first-class dining room. After dinner, as 
he was having a cup of coffee, he was joined by Milton Long, another 
passenger going home to the States. Long was older than Jack, but in the 
easy-going atmosphere of shipboard travel, they struck up a conversation 
and talked together for an hour or so. h

At 7:30 p.m., the radio room received three more warnings of ice about 
fifty miles ahead. One of them was from the steamer Californian reporting 
three large icebergs. Harold Bride took this message up to the bridge, and 
it was again politely received. Captain Smith was attending the dinner 
party being held for him when the warning was delivered. He never got 
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ORDER

Reread lines 160–170. 
About how much time 
passes between these 
iceberg warnings and 
Jack’s conversation?
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