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In writing assessments, you might be asked to compare and contrast two 
informational texts that have a similar subject but differ in other ways.

1. read the prompt

 strategies in action
1. I have to note similarities and 

differences between the two 

articles.

2. I must tell each author’s point 
and reason for writing. I must tell 
how the ideas are organized.

3. I should give examples from each 

article to prove my points.

prompt

In four or five paragraphs, compare and
contrast “Like Black Smoke” and “A World
Turned Upside Down.” Be sure to identify
the purpose, the main idea, and the pattern
of organization of each article. Support your
response with details from the two articles.

2. plan your writing
Review the chart you filled out on page 905.  Use the chart 
to help you identify how the articles are alike and different.  
Write a position statement that conveys your main idea 
about how the articles compare.  Then think about how to 
best present and support the similarities and differences.
•  Review the articles to find examples and details that 

support the similarities and differences.
•  Create an outline to organize your ideas.  The sample 

outline shows one way to organize your paragraphs.

3. draft your response

Introduction Introduce the topic mentioned in the prompt.  Include your 
position statement.
Body Use your chart and outline as guides to writing the key points of your 
comparison.  Support your points with details from the selections.
Conclusion Leave your readers with a final thought about why the authors 
used different patterns of organization when writing about a similar subject. 
Revision Use words that make your ideas clear.  Proofread your response.

Comparing Organization

Writing for Assessment

I. Introduction
II.  Purpose of each 

article
 III.  Main idea of each 

article
IV.  Organization of 

each article
V. Conclusion


